Abstract:
The interaction between two perspectives--China as world factory and Chinese business knowledge has been complicated by the ever tensions generated from the national-China-and the transnational actors-Chinese-in understanding the economic driving force behind the real meanings of the rise of China. The construction process of the rise of Chinese economic power puts the state in direct contacts with the regional and global economic/political changes. On the one hand, Chinese business knowledge, identities, economic and political interactions also give rise to the notion of networks building and sub-regional development, which help transcend country-specific relations. On the other hand, the notion of the rise of China and the more intangible notion of sojourner (Chinese). The analytical aspect of this paper goes further to understand how well Chinese ethnic relations can be able to stand on the wings of globalization to empower their relative importance in relation to the respective resident countries. The case of the Indonesia Chinese diaspora seems to suggest that the tide is gradually turning to the benefit of the Chinese, so far. Yet, the 10 counter argument is that the situational changes of the Chinese diaspora can also be explained by the shadow of the rise of the China, which means the state"s image is having some calling power, from a very long distance of course.
Cheung"s paper takes a further sub-regional view to examine the governance of the People"s Republic of China, Hong Kong and Taiwan (the so-called Greater China) to evaluate the interactions through economic, social and political changes of Greater China. He, by using a more conceptual approach, demonstrates that Hong Kong and
Taiwan are effective variables in providing not just economic and human capital to construct the notion of the rise of China. Such conceptual approach gives rise to various factors (integration, interdependence, identity and independence) that can serve as thought provoking elements in studying the sub-regional meanings of the notion of Chineseness in assessing the politics of the economic meanings of the economic rise of China.
In conclusion, the key element of these papers is that if we study China"s economic rise from the state centric angle, we may put ourselves in a very vulnerable position of not being able to appreciate the whole picture. Alternativeness, if we study from the various traits or Chinese practices, we will be drawn into cultural essentialism, no
